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our lord the king should be pleased to command it to be pro-
tected. This year there were so many ships of the corsairs here
that they glutted the whole coast with many goods of every kind,
as Cristovao d'Oliveira will tell your highness. He sent two
large ships of the corsairs to the bottom, whereby he did an
honourable thing and one worthy of a considerable reward.
May your highness reward him. The Casa de Caranao (?)r has
been built, since Balltezar Rabello came in March, when it is
already winter on this coast and the ships encounter difficulty
here and boats are unable to put into the land. This should be
done when our lord the king commands, and this may be from
November up to the end of March, which is the summer on
this coast. These ships carry to our lord the king some 53,500
cruzados, and your highness may well believe that, if it were
not for the corsairs, double that amount would be available. I
am not writing to our lord the king. Your highness will see the
point of this, and you will not allow this harvest to be lost,
because much produce will always be forthcoming, provided
the coast is protected as I say. May Our Lord God increase the
life and royal estate of your highness in His holy service. From
this city and fortress of SSo Jorge da Myna, today, on 17 April
"'*                                                             Francisco Pirez
From Francisco Pirez, the chief mayor of Mina.
ChristouSo de Ouliueira sent two ships of the corsairs to the
bottom on the coast of Mina.
To our lady the queen.
1 Name of a ship? The meaning of the original passage is obscure: *A casa
de carancto se fest par balltcstar Habetlo vir em marf.o que he ja jmverno ncsta
costal An alternative rendering could be: *The casa dc carunSfo was made to
come by Balltczar Rabello in March [t'*r.].* Senhor A. J. Basto, of Lisbon,
has suggested a third possibility: *The casa de caranSo is for Balltczar
Rabello, who comes in March [etf.],'